\ To the People of the Lord eves 
ry where. 


: Phat Friends, 
"PFHo are broken off from the 
Wild Olive, and grafted into 
the Heavenly Vine, ir is unto 
my 1 Love and Lifeflows, with ari car= ' *--* 


travel upon my Spirit, that as ye'haye_ 
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known = agorkny, ratpurs of the Lord's 
Heavenly. Rain-to- fall upon you, _ ye. 
not only Budd and Bloflom, but _ 
forth much Fruit, to the Praiſe and Glo- 
ry of your Heavenly Father, to whom 
be Dominion and Honour for ever and 
ever. "I W's ed | 
And now, Dear Friends, who in meallre 
have eſcaped the Pollations of this World, 
and in all your ſojourning in the Way to 
Sion, have had-.a Godly-Care -ypon your 
Minds to ceaſe from Going bak that ye 
may know-# learming Oo wel, is what I 
would remind you of; and not to reſt fa- 
tisfied, in that ye are come by the Teachings 
of God's Grace, to eſchew Evil, but alſo 
that ye are found doing! Good; knowing 
that it.is the Fnutigſs Treas that\camber the 
Ground: Ir is high time for all to awake | 
unto Rjghreguſneſs, .for many are called. ro 
4Wake tian | Utafighteoufneſs, which is well 
fo far; but what will-chys; avail, if Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs be nor- brought forth 2? 
For as it is written, The Ax laid to the-Root 
of the Tree, that the Tree which brings not farh 
good. Fruit, may be. hewen: down ond! caſt (into 
the Fire: And therefore it is greatly weed- 
ful co abide in, the Vine, into which ye 
are already. grafted, that. nt" 


a. 
ye may be, like Foſeph of Old, whoſe 
Branches fpread over the Wall. 


And Friends, Let none fa down at eaſc 
in the way to Sion, like fome of old, who 
began well, and run well for a time, and 
ſar down ſhort of rhe true Reſt : Or like 
the young Man that came unto Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who had kept the Commandments 
from his Youth, yer wanted one thing ; 
and nor given up to follow the Lord fully, 
fat down ſhtiort of laying up Heavenly Trea- 
ſure. And therefore let all follow the-Lord 
fufly, who is the Captain of our Salvation, 
and great Biſhop and Shepherd of the Soul, 
who leads his Sheep inco green Paſtures, 
feeds his Flocks as by the ſtill Waters, and 
gives unto his Eternal Life. 


Ler every ones Eye be Single unto the 
Lord, that the whole Body may be full of 
Light ; fuch ir is whofe Underſtandings the 
Lord doth open; they ſee their Duty unto 
God, and' rheir Duty one unto another. 


It is therefore now rite for all that pro- 
feſs rhe true and living Faith, that purifies 
the Heart, and works by Love, to come 
forth and ſhew themſelves, and walk in the 


Light of the new Feruſalem, whiere Prefi- 
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dent js going before Precept, Example be- 
fore Do@rine, and Actions and Doings 
before Words and Teſtimonies ; and pg 
wiſe the Lord is greatly -at work. in the 
Hearts of his People, to make them exem- 
plary to others in the- way to Sion,, where 
che Saints Solemnity is met with. 


And now, Dear Friends, who have given 
up your ſelves ro'follow the Lamb in the 
way of. Regeneration, and in ſome mea- 
ſure haye known your Garments waſhed: 
Ye are t0 hold on your way, forthe Mark 
is before: Such it is the Lord is drawing 
near. unto, teaching. therp to lay up Hea- 
venly Treaſure. It is the Lord that reaches 
his People to profir, and ſuch comes -to_ ſee 
in the Light of the Lord, that makes mani- 


feſt the Will and Mind of God to Mankind, 


thar jit_is not - enough . to. Glorifie God in 
your. Bodies and Spirits, which are the 
Lord's, which is well fo far, but we are to 
ſerve the-Lord, with what we may receive 
from his bountiful hand, of his. ourward 
Metcies, which many are made large Stew- 
ards .of- ; ;- Remember _ Cornel;zus his. Prayers 
and” Alms were accepted, and aſcended up 
for a Memorial dere the Lord, to his 
great Comfort and future Happineſs, | and 
drew down a Bleſling- upon his Sy L 


(3) 
And being that to do good, and to com- 
municare, is ſuch a needful, Duty, there is 
ſurely need to charge them, who. are Rich 
in this World, not to truſt in uncertain 
Riches, but tro truſt in the Living God, 
who will call all Men to an account of their 
Stewardſhip one day, for what we erjoy it 
is the Lord's ; therefore all that would be 
Clear in the day of their account, they are 
to wait for the Lord's ordering hard to be 
near them, who opened the Heart of Lydia ; 
and when opened, her Service was to invite 
the Lord's People into her Houſe, which 
being done in a right mind, brings a Blef- 
ſing ; and ſuch loſe not their Reward. 


And as it is the good Reward that at- 
tends the good Work, it hath been much 


_upon my Mind of late, ro remind the Lord's 


People ro do good unto all, but more eſpe- 
cially the Houſhold of Faith ; and that all 


uch who may have much of the outward 


Mammon committed to their truſt, nor to 
be thorr of Feeding the Hungry, Cloathing 
the Naked, Entertaining Strangers, Viſiting 
the Sick; . and them thatare in Priſon, which 
muſt needs be a neceffary Duty, being the 
Lord takes ir as done.unto himſelf: And 
that none of the Lord's People may be found 


wanting- in the day of their account, tet it 
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© be the care of all, who expe4 a good Re- 
| ward from the hand of the Lord, to Sow 

plentifully, that they may Reap plentifully 

for they that Sow ſparingly, faith the Apo- 

ſtle, ſhall Reap ſparingly ; a the time draw- 


gs 


ing near that every 008 muſt receive a Re- 
ward according to their Works ; What will 
it profit any then, if they could have gain- 
ed the. whole World, and loſe their own 
Soul? For as it is written, When the Son 
Man ſhall come in bis Glory, and all. the Ho 


- Angels with him, then ſhall be ſit upon the. 


Throne of bus Glory. And before hins ſhall be 
gathered all Nations ; and he fhall ſeparate them 
one from another, as a Shepherd divideth hu 
Sheep from the Goats: And he ſhall ſet the 
Sheep on bis right band, but the Goats on the 
left. Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on bu 
right hand, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, in- 
berit the Kingdom prepered or you, from the 
Foundation of the World. For I was an Hux- 
gred, and ye gave me Meat : I was Thirſty, 
and ye gave me Drink: I was 8 Stranger, 
and ye fook me in: Naked, and ye vloatbed 
me: I was Sick, and ye Viſited me: I was 
in Priſon, and ye came unto me, Then ſhall 
the Righteous anſwer bim, ſaying, Lord,” when 
ſaw we thee aw Hungred, and Fed thee? Or 
Thirſty, and gave thee Drink? When ſaw we 


and 


thee a Stranger, and took thee in? Or Naked, 


. "FI 
and Clothed thee? Or when ſap we thee Sick, 
or- in Priſon, and came unto thee? | And the 
King ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto them, Verily 
T ſay unta you, in as much as ye have done it 
eo % leaſt of theſe my . Brethren, ye have done 
it unto me, Then ſhall be alſo ſay to them on 
the left band, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
Everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
bys Angels. For I was an Hungred, and ye 
gave me no Meat : I was Thirſty, and ye gave- 
re 10 Drink: I was a Stranger, and ye took 
me not in : Naked, and ye cloathed me nt : 
Sick, and in Priſon, al Je. Viſited me not. 
Then ſhall they alſo anſwer bim, ſaying, Lird, 
when ſaw we thee an Hungred, or a Thirſt, 
or a Stranger, or Naked, or Sick, or in Pri-' 
ſon, and did not miniſter unto thee? Then ſhall 
he anſwer them, ſaying, Verily 1 ſay unto you, 
In as much as ye did it not to one of the leaſt 
of theſe, ye ad it wot to me. And theſe ſhall. 
go away into Everlaſting Puniſhment : But the. 
Righteous into Life Eternal. And therefore, * 
that. none may reſt ſatisfied in Feeding, . 
Cloathing, and taking care of themſelves, 
in Sicknels, &c. ſuppoſing to lay up du- 
rable Riches, and yet is unmindful of che 
Poor, the Widow, and the Fatherlefs, ſuch 
may do well to make a narrow ſearch, 

confider whether they are come to 
that Religion which is pure and undefiled, 
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that 4s, to_ Viſit the _ Fatherlcſs, and the 
Widow, in their AﬀliQtionz and tq keep 
ppſported of the World. # 


And naw, my Dear Friends, in this calm 
time of Eaſe and outward Liberty, which 
the Lord's Fajrhful People greatly prizes, 
as a Mercy from the Lord's bountiful hand, 
Beware of the Enemy of the Soul, that 
lies near to draw the Minds af Men and 
Women to love the World, and the things 
of rhis World ; For. whoſoever loveth the 
World, the Love of the Father « not in them 7; 
and this unwearied Adverſary, whoſe Tranſ- 
formings is great, would come in under 
pretence of heing aFriend, but in the Light 
of the Lord is To to be a devouring Ene- 
my ; not leading at firſt into open Profane- 
neſs, for many are dead to the groſs Evils 
that is in the World, but rather into earth=- 
ly mindednefs, where little Fruit is broughr 
forth char is well pleaſing unto the Lord; 
and his end is to Waſte and Deſtroy the 
Heritage of the Lord: Ought not all tq 
Pray as their flight hach not been in Win- 
fer, that it may not be on the Sabbath- 
Day, for many are Called, but few are Cho» 
fen? And as the Lord in his Mercy hath 
freed us of many Burdens, our Elder Bre- 
thren bore in the Heat of the. Day, the 
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Memorial whereof is fweet unto the Lia 
ying, Who gave their Cheek to the Smiter, 

ind their Head to%im that gulled off the Hair 3 

and that which they enjoyed to day, they 

could not call their own to Morrow; 

whoſe Innocent Sufferings. took deep Im- 

preſſion upon many People, and largely 

manifeſted their Love to God, and Looſe- 
neſs to the World; and thany came to ſee 
that the Lord's People were diligent in 

Labouring in the outward Creation, that 

they might -not- be chargeable to others; 

yet willing to give pp their all, when 
called thereunto, to ſuffer for his Name 

{ike ; and here their Light ſhined to the 
Admiration of many, that great is become 
the Gatherings of the_Lord's People, who 
through many Tribulations enter the King- 
dom, and whoſe care is to lay up durable 

Riches. 


And now, that it may be the care of all 
fuch who may not be called to give up 
their all, and fo manifeſt their Love to 
God, and Looſneſs to the World, in ſut- 
fering for his Name fake, to be found in 
the doing part, that there : may be a de- 
light in doing Good, and ſhewing Mercy; 
and thar ſaying may be fulfilled, If thine 
Enemy Hunger, Feed him ;- if be Toit, give 


bins 
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Bim to Drink; and then, no-doube bur there 
will be a feeding one another ; and here 
it is made manifeft who” are_ 'that 
loves Enemies, and' {ſuch maſt of neceſ- 
fity love one another, and Li i e One 
another, as the Lord, for s fake, 
forgave us. | 


And, dear Friends, 'it' is our Looſneſs to 
the World, and the things of this World, 
that makes fruitful, as we abide 'in the 
Heavenly Vine; and no doubt bur if there 
be ſuch a true care as there ought to. be, 


to ſhew forth the Lord's Praife, who hath 


called us to Glory and Vertue; but 
the Lord will open the Eyes of many 'to 
ſee our Love ro God, and Looſneſs to 
the World, in this calm time, . thar m 

ſhall fay, Theſe People” ate Ditigent and 


Laborious in all their Undertakings; yet 


they exceed many of their equals in Ho- 
ſpicality, in diſperſing abroad, and giving 
ro the Poor 3 Which being done in a righr 
Mind, always was, and till is, a good 
Work, being done fo as that they that did 
it, their end was not ro' be feerr of Men, 
for if ſo, ſuch have their Reward ; but if 
done ſo, as that the lefr hand may not 
know what the right hand doth, the 
Lord, who ſees in ſecrer, will reward ſuch 
openly. . And 


| 
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And now, my dearly beloved Friends, 
whom the Lord hath given Gifts unto, and 
are become Planters, and Waterers, in his 
holy Hand, whoſe Service is great in the 
Church, to the bringing of many from far, 
near unto the Lord, that ſuch may do their 
Day's work faithfully, that there may not 
be a coming ſhort of the Crown in the end, 
is the weighty Concern that ought to re 
main upon the Minds of all ſuch, and there 
may be a readineſs and a willingneſs at all 
times to anſwer the Lord's requirings, and 
to ſhew forth a good Example unto all, in 
keeping Clear of theſe unneceſkary Intangle. 
ments of chis Life, chat may hurt their Ser- 
vice in the Church, remembring the ſaying 
of the wiſe Apoſtle, Ns- Man that Warreth, 
intangleth himſelf with the effairs of this Life ; 
but rather conclude with the Apoſtle, when 
he writes to Timothy, For we brought nahing 
( layFhe) into this World, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. And having Food and 

\ let as be therewith comens. Signifying 
how the Love of Money is the root of all Exil ; 
which while ſame Men covered after, they have 
erred from the Faith, and pierced themſehoes 
tbrough with many Sorrows. But thou, O Man 
of God, flee theſe things, and follow after Righ+ 
reawſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Meekneſs : 
Charging him in he ſight of God, and on 

e745 
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ſus Chriſt, that thou keep this Commandment, 
Too he )- without Spot, Unrebukable, until the 
appearing of our Lord Feſws Chriſt ; which in 
his time he ſhall ſhew,- who is the Bleſſed 
and Only Potenrare, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, &c. to whom be Honour 
and Power Everlaſting. Amen. 


And, Dear Friends, as there is diverſities 
of Gifis, by one and the fame Spirir, that 
the Members of that Holy Body, of which 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Head, have their ſeveral 
Services in the Body, that many are become 
in the Lord's hand, as Pruners, and Dig- 
gers, in his Vineyard, that fuch may do 
their Day's work faithfully, 'and as I have 
already faid, The old Enemy is greatly at 
work, to lead into Earthly-mindednels, and 
though little Fruit is brought forth by ſuch, _ 
that is well pleaſing unto the Lord ; yet fu- 
perftuons Branches grows naturally, Where 
there is a being often watered ; what muſt 
be done po the fruitleſs Trees, that cumber 
the Ground? ( Shall they he cut down? ) 
It is written, A certain Man had a Fipp-tree 
plamed in hx Vineyard, and he came and oug ht 
Fruit thereon, and found none; then ſaid he to 
' the Dreſſer of his Vineyard, Behold, theſe three 
| Years I come ſeeking Fruit of this'Figg-tree, and 
find nane ;, cut it down, Hy cudreth it the 
RES Ground ? 


(1;) 
Ground ? And be anſwered, and ſaid unto bim, 
Lord, tet jt alone this Year alfe, till I ſhall Dig 
about it, and Dung it, and if it hear Fruit, well ; 
and if not, then after that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


So it appears the fruitleſs Trees are riot to be 
ker alone to.cumber the Ground. | 


And therefore, Men being compared 
unto Trees, What great need is there. for 
all that. profeſs the Way ,and Truth of 
the Lord, 'to be ſo fruitful, as that Trees 
of Righteouſneſs Men may” call them 3 
and being the Tree is known by the Fruit, 
that fuch Fruit may be brought forth by 
all the Lord's People every where, as will 
demonſtrate that they are the Branches of 
the Heavenly Vine: And on this; wiſe 
the Apoſtle Peter exhorted the Believers, 
. who having eſcaped the Corruption that 
is in the World, through Luſt : And befides 
this (faith he) giving all Diligence, add to 
your Faith, Vertue ; and to Veriue, Knowledge ; 
and to your Knowledge, Temperanite ; and to 
Temperance, . Patience ; and to Patience, God- 
*lineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs ; 
and to. Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity : And be- 
ing what- is aimed at in- the whole mat- 
ter herein contained, that all may be 
found in theſe things that makes neither 
Barren nor Unfruitful, in the knowledge 
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wanton Chit he But beck bob 
eth theſe things the Pl 
and ce hn of dy ay hos x 
he was rom F: T7 Sins ; het ant 
I ſhall Sad. with the faying of the 
Apoſtle, 7 will not be ent to put you 
always in Remembrance of theſe things, though 
you know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the pre- 
fent Trath: Tea { lays he) I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you 
up, by putting you in Remembrance. 


In a feeling” of | that divine Sweetnels, 
and array of God's Glory, . that covers the 
Souls of the pcm: do I unfeignedly 
Salute all that arc ſojourning in_ the way 
ro Sion, fincerely defiring your happy and 
fafe arrival ar that Eternal Reſt, where the 
Righteous ſhall ever live to *Praife and 
Magnifie the Worthy Name of the. Lord 
God, and the Lamb, that Sits upon the 
Throne, for ever and ever. Amen. 


By a Lover of Trath and Righteouſneſs, 
Chriſtopher Story. 


Riphead, in Cumberland, 
the 5th of the 11th 


Month, 1699, 


R 


